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Al Yates not only makes his community

proud, but also his state and country. It is a
true honor to commend to the House such an
extraordinary citizen. We owe him a debt of
gratitude for his service and dedication to the
state, community and nation. I ask the House
to join me in extending whole-hearted con-
gratulations to the President of Colorado State
University, and Citizen of the West, Dr. Albert
C. Yates.
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Mr. GALLEGLY. Mr. Speaker, I rise in trib-
ute to Claude ‘‘Robey’’ Robillard, who retired
from the Ventura County (California) Sheriff’s
Department on January 5, 2002, after 14
years with the department and 36 years in law
enforcement.

I first met Robey when I made my first run
for public office, the Simi Valley City Council.
At that time, he was an investigator for the
Ventura County District Attorney’s Office,
where he served for 71⁄2 years. Robey also
worked for the Fillmore Police Department for
13 months and for 13 years with the Oxnard
Police Department.

Over the years we became good friends. I
know him to be a professional in every sense
of the word, a dedicated family man, and a
man whose trust can never be questioned.

During his 14 years with the Sheriff’s De-
partment, Robey received numerous letters of
commendation and appreciation from Ventura
County’s citizens and the Sheriff’s Depart-
ment. He has served as a patrol field ser-
geant, shift sergeant, watch commander,
Standards and Training for Corrections divi-
sional training sergeant and division traffic ser-
geant.

Robey was involved in the development of
the 12-hour shift schedule at the Pre-Trial De-
tention Facility, which has been credited with
maintaining security, reducing overtime and
maximizing revenue. He researched and wrote
the policy and procedures for contagious dis-
ease control and testing with the Detention
services Division and was involved in intro-
ducing the Incident Command System to De-
tention Services supervisors.

In addition, Robey and another sergeant
were involved in the research, development,
policy, training and implementation of Emer-
gency Response Teams for all custody facili-
ties. Her has served as treasurer, vice presi-
dent and president of the Peace Officer Asso-
ciation of Ventura County and, since 1996, as
the department’s public information officer.

Robey is a 41-year resident of Ventura
County. He and Gail have been married for 27
years and have two sons, Kristopher, 21, and
John-Michael, 17.

Mr. Speaker, I know my colleagues will join
me in thanking Sergeant Claude Robillard for
his dedication to protecting the people of Ven-
tura County, CA, for nearly four decades, and
in wishing him and his family all our best in
the years to come.
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Mr. ISRAEL. Mr. Speaker, it is with great
pride that I rise today to recognize one of New
York’s outstanding young students: Christine
Williams. In February, the young women of
her troop will honor her by bestowing upon her
the Girl Scouts Gold Medal.

Since the beginning of this century, the Girl
Scouts of America have provided thousands of
youngsters each year the opportunity to make
friends, explore new ideas, and develop lead-
ership skills while learning self-reliance and
teamwork.

These awards are presented only to those
who posses the qualities that make our nation
great: commitment to excellence, hard work,
and genuine love of community service. The
Gold Awards represent the highest awards at-
tainable by junior and high school Girl Scouts.

I ask my colleagues to join me in congratu-
lating the recipient of this award, as her activi-
ties are indeed worthy of praise. Their leader-
ship benefits our community and they serve as
role models for their peers.

Also, we must not forget the unsung heroes,
who continue to devote a large part of their
lives to make all this possible. Therefore, I sa-
lute the families, scout leaders, and countless
others who have given generously of their
time and energy in support of scouting.

It is with great pride that I recognize the
achievements of Christine, and bring the at-
tention of Congress to these successful young
women on their day of recognition.
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Mr. SHIMKUS. Mr. Speaker, I rise to pay
tribute to Dr. Walter Zielonko of Troy, IL, and
the great work he has done for his community
over the 51 years he has served it.

Dr. Zielonko was born on February 10,
1923, and was raised in Detroit, MI. He
worked his way up through medical school
and unpaid internships, bouncing from town to
town until he met his wife, Florence, and
eventually settled down in the small town of
Troy. There he served for 51 years, inter-
rupted only by a 14-month tour of Korea as a
captain of the U.S. Army Medical Corps.

During his time as a general practitioner in
Troy, Dr. Zielonko—affectionately known as
‘‘Dr. Z’’—served thousands of patients and de-
livered over 1,400 babies. He has watched the
population of Troy grow nine times over, and
has participated in many local projects, includ-
ing the founding of Anderson Hospital.

Mr. Speaker, Dr. Zielonko has reason to be
proud of the accomplishments in his life—in it
he has served both the Troy community and
his country. His skills have helped people from
the smallest children to the elderly; from birth-
ing mothers to wounded soldiers. His retire-
ment was long in coming and is hard earned;
he deserves our thanks and our gratitude.

May God bless him and his family on this spe-
cial day.
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Mr. McINNIS. Mr. Speaker, I would like to
take this opportunity to recognize an out-
standing individual from Silverton, Colorado
and thank her for her dedication and hard
work in the community. Karla Safranski has
brought much needed economic growth to
Silverton and to the Southwest Colorado re-
gion. I would like to mention several of her ac-
complishments before this body.

Karla’s efforts to inspire economic growth
have been spearheaded through the San Juan
2000 organization. This organization is re-
sponsible for providing loans for startup busi-
nesses as well as providing affordable housing
for the residents of San Juan County. As the
past President and current Board Member,
Karla has been instrumental in leading the
successful organization to its present position
and statute. Her dedication is impressive con-
sidering Karla, along with husband Ken, spend
a great deal of their time operating their own
successful business in the community, ZE-
supply.

As a result of Karla’s and her colleagues’ ef-
forts, the community of Silverton has experi-
enced a significant increase in economic
growth. San Juan 2000 has raised money and
gathered support throughout the region to de-
velop affordable industrial and commercial
business space. The group has worked side
by side with county leaders, private land-
owners, city officials, elected officials, and var-
ious organizations throughout the area to stim-
ulate economic growth. The organization’s and
Karla’s efforts have led to the creation of a
strong year-round economy in the Silverton
area.

Mr. Speaker, to reward Karla’s efforts, she
was recently named Economic Development
Leader of the Year by the Region 9 Economic
Development District. The district provides var-
ious economic services to several counties
and Indian tribes in Southwest Colorado. This
is quite an accomplishment and I am ex-
tremely proud to represent the City of
Silverton and residents like Karla Safranski.
Keep up the hard work Karla and good luck to
you and your husband Ken in your future en-
deavors.
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Ms. KAPTUR. Mr. Speaker, today we cele-
brate Gladys J. Herron, who passed from this
life on December 5, 2001, at the age of 87
years. Gladys was an activist, teacher, men-
tor, and friend, a businesswoman and a
woman of God. Her life is a story of richness
born of struggle and of quiet triumph over op-
pressive odds.
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